
ages to use what is      

available, such as, displays, 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,            

ceremonies, crafts, culture 

information, and much 

more.  

The idea for a Native 

American Culture Center 

came from the desire 

within the Forest Service 

programming to recognize 

the existence , past and   

present, of the Native 

American Communities 

that called the Valley and 

surrounding areas home.  

The Forest Service has 

given important guidance , 

encouragement, and often 

praise, as we develop the 

facility, unlike any other 

under their Special Use 

Permits. 

Support comes in many 

ways; Organizat ions,     

individuals, members of 

the Native American    

Community, non-members, 

and wonderfully talented 

and generous individuals 

who help create an         

atmosphere of friendship 

and togetherness.    

Newsletter 

Happy New Year! We at 

the ñNuui Cunniò Center 

wish you all the very best 

this New Year. Our thanks 

to each and     everyone of 

you for your friendship, 

support and involvement 

with us. Your input in 

every way is what         

encourages us to work to            

accomplish and promote 

the  purpose for the     

Centerôs    beingôs. 

2 0 1 0  b r in g s  n e w         

c h a l l e n g e s .  W e             

accomplished so much in 

2009, new counci l      

members and volunteers 

have brought new ideas 

and support. The Center 

has so much to offer and 

everyone that participates 

in any activity offers  

s o me t h i n g  s p e c i a l .      

Friendships are formed, 

talents are shared and     

developed, personalities 

grow, and the concern for 

each other brings feelings 

of great unity.  

Every program or activity 

at the Center is an          

impo rtant  o ne.  We         

encourage groups of all 

Mission  

Statement 
THE òNUUI CUNNIó  

NATIVE AMERICAN  

CULTURAL CENTER IS  

DEDICATED TO  

PRESERVING,  

RESTORING, AND  

TEACHING OUR  

NATIVE AMERICAN  

CULTURE,  

HISTORY, AND  

TRADITIONS BY  

PROVIDING A  

FACILITY AVAILABLE 

FOR  

EDUCATIONAL,  

CEREMONIAL, AND  
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR 

NATIVE  

AMERICANS AS WELL 
AS THE INTERESTED 

PUBLIC. 

òNuui Cunnió Native American Cultural Center & Museum 
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Kern River Paiute Council from left to right: Virginia Apalatea Dunning 

(council member), Ramon Ellerman (council member), Patricia Malone Henry 

(Chair), Dane Liebel (Vice Chair), Dorothy Malone Denson (Secretary), Arlene 

Apalatea Bonner (Vice Chair), Marilyn Apalatea Olsen (Treasurer), & Bud 

Malone (council member).  



Sierra Nevada Conservancy  

¶ Visitors come in all ages. Little 

ones from Headstart Preschool, 

ages 5, came with their parents 

to spend an hour decorating 

bags, having a scavenger hunt, 

and of course having a blast 

crafting with us.  

 

It is always a great deal having 

different organizations utilizing 

our wonderful Center. 

¶ Highland Chapel held their 

monthly meeting here in      

October. Pat greeted them and 

explained about history and 

operations of the center. The 

group then discussed their 

business. Finishing off with 

their potluck. 

 

 

¶ Kawaiisu Chapter Daughters 

of the American Revolution 

again held their meeting in   

November. Discussion of  

business matters and a        

presentation to the Kern River                                         

Paiute Council a Thank You 

Certificate of Appreciation. 

We always look forward to 

having them.  

 

Other Organizations: Meetings & Activities 

Happy Bir thday Charis  

I am sure you all remember the little 

girl Charis that we raised funds for 

her to go to Disneyland. She had her 

9th birthday in December. We were 

honored they held her birthday party 

here with us. She had quite a turnout. 

We are so happy to have her visit us 

on a regular basis. She has made a 

few new friends and she has turning 

into a social butterfly. We are so 

proud of her.  

ñA very great vision is 

needed and the man 

who has it must follow 

it as the Eagle seeks 

the deepest blue of the 

skyò 

 

Crazy Horse 
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Then a briefing from Tom     

Anderson, KRV Revitalization at 

the Bob Powers Gateway Preserve. 

On to the Audobon, Kern River 

Preserve, with Reed Tollefson,  

Allison Sheehey, and Rancher, 

Bruce Hafenfied. 

Appreciated the visit and their 

concerns toward the Center.   

The Sierra Nevada Conservancy 

on a field trip throughout the     

valley, visit ing their funded      

projects and discussing issues and 

initiatives, stopped by the Center 

for a short tour. 

Kim Carr organized the tour. Mike  

Chrisman welcomed; Judy Hyatt, 

assistant  to Kern County            

Supervisor John McQuisten;     

Annie Hess, Kern County Board of 

Trade; Tom Moore, Sierra South; 

Rick Larsen, Kern River Forest 

Service Ranger; all started at the 

Kernville Chamber of Commerce.  

Then to ñNuui Cunniò where Pat 

gave a brief informational talk on 

the Center. Many were first time 

visitors and seemed impressed.  



Craft Class Christmas Par ty 

Cub Scouts 

his hard work in action. Thank you 

so much for all that you do to 

make our booth and market a     

success.  

The Farmersô Market is still     

running strong in this slow winter 

season. The Council wanted to 

give a big thank you to Mike   

Kidneigh for all that he does for 

the ñNuui Cunniò booth. He has 

been running if for quite a few 

months now and having a great 

time doing it. Mike goes out every 

Thursday to visit farms and see 

what is involved in the process of 

growing and selling. He always 

looks for items which gives   

something new each week to visi-

tors. Anasazi Beans are a hit. 

His new big seller is Farm 

Fresh Brown Eggs, they are a 

great addit ion. Come on         

Saturdays, from 9:00am to 

2:00pm, and visit him to see all 

cob dart toss and catch the ring were 

traditional games they played; the 

making of a rattle was taught by    

Alice, Susie, and Judy for a craft. 

A surprise, lively, and fun visit to the 

dance arbor, led by Dane (that was a 

surprise) topped the day. 

It was a pleasure having them, the 

boys were polite and interesting, the 

leaders and guests were always  in 

control and very grateful for the    

offerings. 

 

About 30 Cub Scouts and at least that 

many adults and family members 

from Bakersfield who had been   

camping at the French Gulch     

Campground paid us a visit 

It started with a greeting at the front 

door by Pat, then Terri Gallion      

explained smudging to the 

group, before they moved    

inside. 

The boys were working on 

badges, and we were able to 

help them fill many. Directed 

towards Native American   

Culture. The smudging and 

language (Tubatulabal also by 

Terri) filled cultural needs; 

grinding corn by Dane and 

flint   knapping by Fred; corn 

local families we elect to help 

make their holiday season a little 

easier. We purchased hams and 

turkeys to complete a meal, some 

gifts added too. Four families were 

delivered very generous boxes.  

So many thanks to all who       

contributed. You certainly made 

those families Christmas happier.    

The 8ft beautiful table ready with 

Christmas centerpiece, soon was 

not long enough for the assortment 

of delicious cookies brought for 

our Craft Day Cookie Exchange. 

Each person,  plate in hand, and 

excited about being able to fill that 

plate as high as each wished. So 

many cookies and the fun of     

seeing such a variety to choose 

from. All went home happy.  

The Christmas tree was decorated 

and the atmosphere joyous, some 

even started singing Christmas 

songs. What a wonderful bunch. 

Along with the cookie exchange 

each year, we ask for donations of 

non-perishable foods to give to 

Farmersõ Market 
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